THE LIFE AND TEACHINGS OF JESUS

BIBLE STUDY SERIES

Study No. 9

Centurion’s Servant/Resurrection at Nain/The Baptist’s Doubts   

Study: Matthew 8:5-13, 11:1-18, Luke 7:1-35

HEALING THE CENTURION’S SERVANT

Both Matthew and Luke record this event shortly after the teaching about the wise and foolish builders.  However Matthew places it before his call while Luke puts it after.

Is the centurion a Jew or a Gentile?  ______________________________________________________

Why were the elders of the Jews favorable to the centurion’s request?  _________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

What does the centurion’s concern for his servant tell us about him?  __________________________

What specifically did the centurion believe about Jesus that caused the LORD to commend his faith publicly in contrast to what He was experiencing among the children of Israel?  __________________________________________________________________________________________

RESURRECTION AT NAIN

About how far is Nain from Capernaum and in what direction?  _______________________________

What moved Jesus to raise the widow’s son?  ________________________________________________

Was it possible that there were other people facing similar tragic circumstances among the children of Israel that day?  ______  In the light of your answer, what does this say to you about how and why God intervenes to deliver people from suffering?  ________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

In contrast to the centurion at Capernaum, when did acknowledgement of the Deity of Jesus come from some who witnessed the resurrection at Nain?  ____________________________________

THE DOUBTS OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

What actions of Jesus did the disciples of John report to him?  ________________________________

How could hearing about such things have created doubts about the mission of Jesus in the mind of the Baptist?  ___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Consider the response and message sent to John.  Did Jesus change anything about His ministry?  ________________________________________________________________________________

How could John have been helped by the response?  (Read Isaiah 61:1-3 and Luke 4:16-21.)  __________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

What would Jesus have known about the Baptist that caused Him to respond in the way He did?  __________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Read John 1:29-34 and 3:27-36.  How could doubts arise in a mind of such confident faith?  __________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

How do you understand the metaphor “a reed swayed by the wind”?  __________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Do the comments of Jesus about dress suggest an attitude to “gorgeous apparel” and “luxurious living”?  (Compare Matthew 6:28-30 and Luke 12:27-28)  _____ Give the reason(s) for your answer 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

How do you understand the evaluation of John given by Jesus?  (Compare Luke 10:23-24.)  _____

__________________________________________________________________________________________

What contrast did Jesus make between His lifestyle and that of John the Baptist?  _____________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Were non believers accepting of either of them? ____  Why, according to Jesus?  ________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

