THE LIFE AND TEACHINGS OF JESUS

BIBLE STUDY SERIES

Study No. 20

What Makes People Clean or Unclean

Study: Matthew 15:1-21, Mark 7:1-24

NOT FOLLOWING THE TRADITIONS
Based on the gospel accounts do you consider the issue a matter of hygiene or religious purification?   (Give your reason(s) __________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Why did the religious leaders feel the need to be purified before eating?   (Study Haggai 2:11-17, Leviticus 15:1-31, 22:1-8)  __________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

What do you think was the importance of ritual cleanliness in the ordinances of the tabernacle? ______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

What did ritual cleanliness symbolize?  ___________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

What practice of the leaders did Jesus use to demonstrate their exaltation of ritual righteousness over inner spirituality born of the Spirit of God?  ____________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

How did the leaders’ understanding of the command to honor parents differ from that of Jesus? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

THE SOURCE OF SPIRITUAL CLEANLINESS OR UNCLEANLINESS

What does Jesus identify as the source of spiritual uncleanness?  (See also Proverbs 4:23, Jeremiah 17:9-10, James 1:14-15.)  _________________________________________________________________________________________

Who are the only people who can be led by the blind?  ____________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Are the spiritually blind excused because of their condition?  (Give your reason(s) ) __________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ON MARK 7:19

Consider Mark 7:19 in various translations and comment on whether or not it is a declaration that the distinction between clean and unclean foods for eating in the Old Testament  was no longer valid.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

