THE LIFE AND TEACHINGS OF JESUS

BIBLE STUDY SERIES

Study No. 10

Allowing A Woman to Touch Him in Public   

Study: Luke 7:36-50, Matthew 26:6-14, Mark 14:3-9, John 12:1-11

ONE EVENT OR TWO SIMILAR ONES

Luke does not include the event in Bethany, shortly before the crucifixion, in his account.  Matthew, Mark and John do.  It is possible that Luke placed this event at the wrong time or that he is reporting a different one not included in the others.

What similarities are there in terms of activities and persons? ________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

What differences are there?  _______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

THE WOMAN AND HER ACTIONS

How is the woman described by Luke early in the account?  __________________________________

What is significant about the tense used to describe her?  ____________________________________

Try to imagine the posture of the people based on the statement “stood behind Him at His feet”.

The woman cleaned the feet of Jesus with her tears and hair then kissed them and perfumed them.

Why do you think that Jesus accepted her attention?  ________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

A MATTER OF PERSPECTIVE

About what possible role of Jesus did Simon have doubts in his mind?  ________________________

Why do you think some Pharisees were willing to concede that role?  __________________________

Why did they need more proof even for that?  ________________________________________________

What would constitute adequate proof for them?  ____________________________________________

What qualification did Simon put on her womanhood?  _______________________________________

Why?  ___________________________________________________________________________________

Did Jesus apply such a qualification?  _____  Why not?  ______________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Is there any suggestion of a double standard being applied by Simon?  ____  Give the reason(s) for your answer.  _____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Do people apply double standards to evaluating women in contemporary society?  _____  Do you?  ________________________________________________________________________________________

Why do you think Jesus told the woman that her sins were forgiven?  _________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you think that the illustration of Jesus was suggesting to Simon that his sins were not a grave as those of he woman?  ____  Give the reason(s) for your answer.  ________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Why did the other guests have a problem with Jesus forgiving the sins of the woman?  __________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

What does the final statement of Jesus to the woman indicate about those guests?  _____________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

